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TECHNICAL CIRCULAR No. 223 of 23rd October 2014 
 

To:  All Surveyors/Auditors 

Applicable 
to flag: 

 All Flags 

Subject:          Procedure for verifying if new installations are asbestos-free 
        

Reference:        SOLAS Convention 

 
 Procedures for verifying new installations are asbestos-free 

On July 1, 2002, the SOLAS Convention implemented the first major ban on new installation of 

asbestos on newbuilds and existing ships. However, this still allowed some uses of asbestos. 

On January 1, 2011, the Convention introduced a total prohibition. All new installations of asbestos on 

all ships - existing and newbuilds - are now banned. 

ROs acting on behalf of flag administrations are expected to verify that materials which contain 

asbestos are not installed on ships by reviewing asbestos-free declarations and supporting 

documentation for the structure, machinery, electrical installations and equipment covered by the 

SOLAS Convention. These reviews are conducted throughout the newbuild process and during annual 

safety construction and safety equipment surveys. 
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Above table includes all material used (i.e. repaired, replaced, maintained or added) as a working part 

of the ship. These should be documented with an asbestos-free declaration. Further details may be 

found on IMO Circular MSC.1/Circ.1426 

 It is recommended companies to ensure that: 

• they have appointed a nominated person responsible for controlling asbestos-containing 

material on board, in accordance with the guidelines contained in IMO circular MSC/Circ.1045 
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• as part of their vessel's Safety Management System, there is a control on new installation of 

materials, so that they are documented with an asbestos-free declaration, and the documentation is 

available for audit at initial and annual surveys. 

               REFERENCES:  

 

-         IMO Circular MSC.1/Circ.1426 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS:  No. 
 

Kindest Regards, 

 
Cosmin Bozenovici 
Naval Architect – Conarina Technical Head Office 


